Although long known as an animal pathogen, Yersinia enterocolitica has only recently been recognized in clinically significant human infections. Over two hundred cases have been cited in the world literature, but there have been few isolations in the United States. This organism is an etiological agent of mesenteric lymphadenitis, and its biochemical characteristics have been reported by Jansson, Wallgren, and Ahrvonen (1), examined, and then reincubated for an additional 24 hr. A single colony (0.5 mm, nonhemolytic, convex, smooth, glistening, translucent grey with a beaten copper appearance) appeared on both the CO2 and anaerobic blood-agar plate.
The distinctive characteristic of temperaturedependent motility was observed in thioglycolate broth. Broth incubated at 27 C showed diffuse growth with active motility, whereas at 37 C (5) . Y. enterocolitica was isolated from a lymph node biopsy in a 13-year-old Puerto Rican male who, although presenting the symptoms of acute appendicitis, was diagnosed as having acute mesenteric lymphadenitis. The nodes were cultured anaerobically (Gas Pack) and in CO2 enrichment on 10% sheep blood-agar, MacConkey agar, chocolate-agar, and thioglycolate broth. The cultures were incubated at 35 C for 24 hr, growth appeared as isolated clumps and no motility was observed. A Gram stain of the lymph node showed rare gram-negative coccobacilli, whereas Gram stains from cultural media revealed the characteristic pleomorphic forms: from the blood-agar plate a small (0.8 to 1.2 ,um) coccobacillary, gram-negative rod with bipolar staining, and from the thioglycolate broth a larger (3 to 5 ,um) gram-negative rod with uneven staining. To confirm serologically the identification, a soluble extract was prepared for the precipitin test by autoclaving the 0.85% saline-suspended growth from three blood-agar plates incubated for 48 hr at 27 C. All Y. pseudotuberculosis antisera, Y. enterocolitica P-76, and Y. enterocolitica P-71 were negative. However, the extract reacted (1:8,192 ) with anti-Y. enterocolitica 33114. This organism was originally isolated by the New York State Department of Health and was the first reported North American isolate (4). Y. enterocolitica is a readily identifiable but seldom reported bacterium of clinical significance. It is similar morphologically and biochemically to Y. pseudotuberculosis but appears to be antigenically distinct.
